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Message Text 


TAGS: PFOR, IT 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN SITUATION - CONSULTATION WITH ALLIES 


REF: STATE 303347, STATE 8082 

1 . YOU WILL HAVE SEEN IN REFTEL THE TEXT OF THE DEPART- 
MENT'S STATEMENT ON CONCLUSION OF DICK GARDNER'S TWO DAYS' 
CONSULTATION IN WASHINGTON. HE IS RETURNING TO ROME WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE CLEAR, WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S POLICY OF STRICT NONINTERVENTION IN ITALIAN 
INTERNAL POLITICAL MATTERS, THAT WE BELIEVE ALLIANCE 
INTERESTS WILL BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY COMMUNIST BEHAVIOR 
SHOULD THEIR ROLE IN THE GOVERNING PROCESS BE ENLARGED. 
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WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO COORDINATE 

ON THE ITALIAN SITUATION WITH OUR KEY EUROPEAN ALT .IRS. 

WALT STOESSEL, ON THE BASIS OF REF A, HAS SOUGHT AND 
RECEIVED PERMISSION TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE FRG 
FOREIGN OFFICE. WE WOULD LIKE TO DEEPEN THE PROCESS WALT 
HAS ALREADY BEGUN IN ORDER TO SEE WHETHER LONDON, PARIS 
AND BONN ARE DISPOSED TO TAKE ACTION INDEPENDENTLY OR JOIN 
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US IN OUR EFFORTS. 

2. ACCORDINGLY. YOU SHOULD APPROACH YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT 
AT AN APPROPRIATELY HIGH LEVEL TO 

- CALL TO THEIR ATTENTION OUR PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE 
ITALIAN SITUATION, 

- INFORM THEM OF GARDNER'S INSTRUCTIONS, 

- OBTAIN THEIR IMPRESSIONS OF THE SITUATION AND PROSPECTS 
IN ITALY (AS HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE IN BONN) AND 
SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE ALLIANCE, AND 

- ASSUMING THEY VIEW THE SITUATION MUCH AS WE DO, ASK 
WHAT THEY BELIEVE MIGHT USEFULLY BE DONE INDIVIDUALLY OR 
TOGETHER TO PROTECT OUR INTERESTS. 

3. AT THIS TIME, WE ARE APPROACHING ONLY THE FRENCH, 

BRITISH AND GERMANS ON THIS MATTER. CHRISTOPHER 
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1 . YOU WILL HAVE SEEN IN REFTEL THE TEXT OF THE DEPART- 
MENT'S STATEMENT ON CONCLUSION OF DICK GARDNER'S TWO DAYS' 
CONSULTATION IN WASHINGTON. HE IS RETURNING TO ROME WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE CLEAR, WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE 
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PRESIDENT'S POLICY OF STRICT NONINTERVENTION IN ITALIAN 
INTERNAL POLITICAL MATTERS, THAT WE BELIEVE ALLIANCE 
INTERESTS WILL BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY COMMUNIST BEHAVIOR 
SHOULD THEIR ROLE IN THE GOVERNING PROCESS BE ENLARGED. 

WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO COORDINATE 

ON THE ITALIAN SITUATION WITH OUR KEY EUROPEAN ALT .IRS. 

WALT STOESSEL, ON THE BASIS OF REF A, HAS SOUGHT AND 
RECEIVED PERMISSION TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE FRG 
FOREIGN OFFICE. WE WOULD LIKE TO DEEPEN THE PROCESS WALT 
HAS ALREADY BEGUN IN ORDER TO SEE WHETHER LONDON, PARIS 
AND BONN ARE DISPOSED TO TAKE ACTION INDEPENDENTLY OR JOIN 
US IN OUR EFFORTS. 

2. ACCORDINGLY, YOU SHOULD APPROACH YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT 
AT AN APPROPRIATELY HIGH LEVEL TO 

- CALL TO THEIR ATTENTION OUR PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE 
ITALIAN SITUATION, 

- INFORM THEM OF GARDNER'S INSTRUCTIONS, 

- OBTAIN THEIR IMPRESSIONS OF THE SITUATION AND PROSPECTS 
IN ITALY (AS HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE IN BONN) AND 
SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE ALLIANCE, AND 

- ASSUMING THEY VIEW THE SITUATION MUCH AS WE DO, ASK 
WHAT THEY BELIEVE MIGHT USEFULLY BE DONE INDIVIDUALLY OR 
TOGETHER TO PROTECT OUR INTERESTS. 

3. AT THIS TIME, WE ARE APPROACHING ONLY THE FRENCH, 

BRITISH AND GERMANS ON THIS MATTER. CHRISTOPHER 
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